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Recently the “Left Behind” series of books resurfaced in the form of a full length movie in theaters.  

If you are unfamiliar with these books they are novels which describe in graphic detail present day 

stories of what happens to people when the rapture, when the end of the world comes.   

 

These books use some of the messages from the Biblical book of Revelation, along with some 

references to a few other places in the Bible, to describe a possible scenario of what the final days 

of our earth will be like when some are taken to be with God and some are left behind. 

 

I first of all need to say from the outset that I am happy and excited that so many people have read 

these books and are attending this movie.  Anytime people are caused to look at their lives; their 

priorities; their relationship with God, good things can come from that.  The Holy Spirit can use a 

novel and movie like this to touch a heart, to plant a seed, to bring a person to God by faith. 

 

Yet whenever this topic surfaces I know that one of the results is that a number of people are 

confused about what the Bible really teaches about the end of the world; about the end times.  

There are some who actually become so wrapped up in all the scenarios of some believers leaving 

and disappearing from the earth, as well as all the references to the spiritual warfare against evil, 

that they may actually miss the most essential and important message of the Bible. 

 

It is important to note that throughout history from the time of Jesus there have been various and 

different ways that people, and church denominations, have interpreted Revelation and other 

references to the end times.  Some traditions have seen Revelation and its battles against evil as 

exact prophecies of what will happen at the end of the world. 

 

Other traditions have interpreted that Jesus on the cross, through his death and resurrection, has 

already defeated and destroyed the powers of evil.  In this understanding then, when Jesus comes 

again there will be no Armageddon battle as Revelation portrays.  Rather, Jesus will simply come 

again in all his glory and will take all who believe in him to live with him forever; while those who 

do not believe in him will be separated from God forever. 

 

In this tradition and Bible understanding the Book of Revelation is studied more in a historical 

context.  Rather than being seen as a prophecy (a prediction) for end times events today, it is seen in 

the context of being written at that particular time in history to Christians who were facing some of 

the worst persecution of all times at the hand of the evil Roman ruler, Nero. 

 

In this context the words and message of Revelation were written as an encouragement to those 

people then.  It showed them that in the midst of their terrible battles with this evil emperor; with 

all the evil around them that God was still in control; that God would surely win the battle.  The 

message was that each one of them who hung in there, who remained faithful, would reign forever 



with Jesus in heaven.  It was a wonderful word of encouragement to them then, just as it is today for 

all those who face terrible trials. 

 

Therefore in the Christian Church there have been several different teachings and ideas about the 

end of the world.  There are Pre-Millenialists who believe that Jesus will rapture all the truly 

faithful believers to heaven, while the others will be left behind.  There will then be the thousand 

year reign of Christ on earth where Satan will be defeated; then the end will come. 

 

There are the Post-Millenialists who believe that Satan must first be bound by believers and the 

church bringing Christ to the world; by bringing Jesus’ kingdom and reign as we grow his church 

and as we reach out through evangelism.  It is when that mission is fulfilled, then Jesus will reign 

over this world for a thousand years; and then the end will come. 

 

And then there are those who believe, like my background, that Jesus is simply coming again on the 

last day and there will be no such thing as the millennium, the thousand year reign.  Rather, Jesus 

will come again on the last day in all his glory; eternal life will be given to all believers (to those 

dead and living); and Jesus will reign in power and glory forever and ever. 

 

I really like what pastor/professor Tony Campolo says.  He says that he knows that some are Pre-

Millenialists while some are Post-Millenialists.  What he rather chooses to be is a Pan-Millenialist.  

A Pan-Millenialist believes that it will all simply pan out the way God wants it in the end. 

 

Now some of these stories and pictures of the end times are included in our Scripture verses for 

today from Matthew.  In Chapter 24:30ff, Jesus says, “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man 

in heaven.  And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming 

on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.  And he will send his angels with a loud 

trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the heavens to the 

other.” 

 

And in verses 40ff, Jesus says, “Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left.  

Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left  Therefore keep 

watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.” 

 

And in Chapter 25:1ff, Jesus compares the kingdom coming to ten bridesmaids waiting for the 

bridegroom to come.  Five were foolish because they were not prepared with extra oil for their 

lamps; while five were prepared and wise.  When the bridegroom Jesus comes at midnight, those 

who are wise are ready for the banquet of heaven. 

 

Jesus continues in vss. 14ff by telling the parable of the servants who were given five, two and one 

talent respectively.  The one who is ready for his master’s return, of course, is the one who 

faithfully used and reinvested his talents.  In the same way, those who are ready for Jesus’ coming 

today are those who are living and reinvesting their lives for Jesus each day. 

 

And finally, in vs. 31 to the end of this chapter 25, Jesus shares the picture of the last judgment.  

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious 

throne.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from 



another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right and 

the goats on his left.” 

 

The criteria for entrance into God’s kingdom of heaven are those who lived by faith; are those who 

when Jesus was hungry gave him food; thirsty gave him drink; naked clothed him; in prison visited 

him.  As people lived their faith and love for Jesus by serving others, they did it to Jesus. 

 

So what do we make of these pictures and words about the end times?  First of all I believe these 

passages are stressing that no one knows when Jesus is coming again so we are to be ready.  We 

need to make sure we are living each day by faith in Jesus so that whenever he may come, we will 

live with him forever in heaven.  This means we are also called to witness to and share the Gospel 

of Jesus with others, so that no one misses out. 

 

I have heard it said that the most destructive day for Christianity was the day when people 

determined they could somehow wait until tomorrow or some later date to be prepared for Jesus 

coming again.  Up until that time there was an urgency on the part of everyone that Jesus was 

coming again any day; they therefore did everything they could to tell others about Jesus.  We need 

to recapture that urgency in the church today; Jesus is coming again at any time. 

 

A second important message is where Jesus says that no one knows the day or time (not even him) 

when Jesus is coming again.  This message, I believe, should make us skeptical of those who keep 

making predictions from Revelation of when the end is coming.  No one is to know.  Our call is to 

be ready; to help others to be ready; to not waste our time on elaborate predictions. 

 

I like again what Tony Campolo says.  He says that he knows for sure that the end of the world is 

coming in the next 100 years.  When asked how he knows this he says that in 100 years the end of 

the world will have certainly come for each of us, at least by death.  In fact, for some it may only be 

5, or 10, or 20 years.  So the message is that we need to be ready at all times by faith. 

 

A third important message is where the Bible says that those who are taken to heaven will separate 

people and families.  Now I don’t believe that the two men in the field; the two women grinding 

grain with one taken and the other left behind, necessarily means that people will literally be 

raptured out of cars or other places while some will be left.  Rather, I believe this passage intends to 

make the point that only those who are awake and ready by faith will be saved.  This means that 

some of our friends; some of our family may miss out unless we witness to them about Jesus. 

 

Finally the picture of the last judgment does not necessarily show an end of the world millennial 

battle of any kind.  Rather, it says that Jesus will come again and will take all before his throne.  

And in a time when the popular religious attitude is that everyone is going to heaven, this picture 

shows clearly that Jesus will separate the sheep from the goats; those who have lived their lives for 

Jesus will be saved and will live with Jesus forever in heaven (God judges by his mercy/grace). 

 

How about you today, my friends?  Are you living by faith in Jesus?  Are you ready for his coming?  

Are we as individuals and a church helping others to know Jesus so they too can be ready?  The 

message is clear no matter how we interpret Scripture; Jesus is coming again at any time either in 

our death or in his Second Coming.  My prayer is that none of us will be left behind; may none of us 

miss out on eternal life with Jesus in heaven.  


